
With just a week to go before we 

are visited by the German National 

Team (and another surprise visi-

tor), Mopsies has never been so 

active. 

 

This is a golden spell for the club, 

and we really do need your sup-

port as for the first time in our 

history, we stage International 

Cricket at our club. 

 

See you at Mopsies on the 20th or 

22nd June, or both days !! 

Welcome / Wilkommen !! 
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Our opponents / schedule of the weekend 

Chelmsford on Monday. 

 

The German squad mainly com-

prises of German born players 

with Asian backgrounds, and 

boast a ranking of 37th in the 

current ICC world rankings.  They 

are currently the 8th highest 

ranked non-test team in Europe. 

 

The schedule for the German 

Team’s visit to Basildon is as 

follows: 

 

On Friday 20th June, the team 

arrive in Basildon, and will travel 

to Mopsies for a T20 game ver-

sus the Basildon Buffalos, start-

ing at 6pm.  This will be played 

under current ICC T20 rules, and 

will allow the team to acclimatise 

to grass pitches, as the majority 

of cricket in Germany is played 

on astro-turf strips. 

 

On Saturday morning, the team 

will be back at Mopsies to do 

some training, before making 

So, we know the German’s are 

coming, but what do we know 

about our opponents ? 

 

What started out as an email 

enquiry back in January has now 

turned into the biggest event the 

club has staged since the visit of 

Sir Garfield Sobers a few years 

back. 

 

What we do know is that the 

German Team are using Mopsies 

as their training base in prepara-

tion for their assault on the ICC 

European Division 2 competition, 

where they will face competition 

from Austria, Gibraltar, The Isle of 

Man, Norway and the Division 3 

winners, Belgium. 

 

The German Team saw Mopsies 

as an ideal venue; they are stay-

ing in a hotel in Basildon, and 

spotted that we had the facilities 

they required, and also the ability 

to stage two warm up games for 

them before their first game at 

way for our 2nd XI game that 

day against Oakfield Parkonians.  

Later that night, the team will 

join us in the clubhouse for a 

showing of the Germany v Gha-

na World Cup match live on 

the big screen in the club-

house. 

 

Finally on Sunday, the Team 

will return to play our Presi-

dent’s XI, which contains 

some of our 1st XI, some 

invited players from other 

clubs, and also some players 

kindly loaned to us from the 

Essex County Cricket Club 

Academy sides, to give the 

Germans a sterner test before 

they embark on the serious 

competition on the Monday.  

 

Please make sure you come 

down and see International 

Cricket at Mopsies for the first 

time in our history !! 



All registered members of the 

club should have received an 

email from our President, Mr Bob 

Ayres, announcing a change in 

the Management Committee for 

the 2014 season. 

With regret, the Committee had 

to accept the resignation of 

Chairman Paul “Skip” Ayres, who 

due to work and family commit-

ments felt he could not continue 

his work in leading the club 

through the year.   

In his place, our current Fixtures 

Secretary Dave Ayres has 

stepped up to take the role of 

Acting Chairman, to see the club 

through to the next AGM. 

I am sure you will continue to 

support Dave and the committee 

in what is a golden year for the 

club; with the high profile Inter-

national visitors and also hope-

fully some decent results on the 

pitch. 

run out either batsmen as the 

ball will be considered dead, 

even if the unpire at the bowlers 

end has not called over.  
 

Situation no2; A bowler bowls a 

short pitched delivery and the 

batsman on strike attempts to 

hook the ball. He misses it but 

it glances off his helmet and 

goes over the boundary on the 

full.  What should the umpire 

signal?  
 

The umpire should signal 4 leg 

byes; it cannot be given as a 6 

because the ball has to  come off 

the bat or the gloves to score a 

maximum 
 

So, how did you do? If you are 

ready, here are this month’s 

posers.  Answers next time 

round. 

How is that order for the new 

umpires coat coming along? Do 

you think you know it all yet? 
 

Last time round, Dicky posed the 

following, with the answers in 

green.  
 

Situation no 1; It is the last ball of 

the over.....the batsman on strike 

plays the ball out into the field 

and jogs an easy single.  He gets 

to the other end and grounds his 

bat on the popping crease.  The 

fielding side collect the ball and 

prepare for the next over and the 

two batsmen meet in the middle 

for a chat......what if anything 

should the umpires do?   
 

The batsman has not made good 

his ground. The umpire at that 

end should signal short run. The 

fielding side cannot attempt to 

 

Situation no1; You are standing 

at the bowlers end in a game, 

when the ball is hit towards the 

mid wicket boundary; a fielder 

sets off in pursuit of the ball, and 

you see that he collects it close 

to the boundary (only marked by 

flags), and returns it to the keep-

er.  Supporters of the batting 

side shout across the field that it 

had crossed the line, but the 

fielder makes no indication of 

the same.  What do you give? 
 

Situation no2; It’s a windy day, 

and you are at square leg.  The 

batsman on strike glances the 

ball away, and sets off for a quick 

single.  Whilst they are running, 

the fielder collects the ball, and 

as he throws it in, the bails are 

blown off the stumps.  The field-

Management Committee Changes 

You’re the umpire 
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Club kit now available through shop 
durable. 

Also remember; any purchases 

made through the club shop 

earn the club a 5% commission 

payment. 

Full details of all the kit options 

are online, or via Dave Ayres. 

The 2014 playing and training kit, 

is now available to purchase 

through the club shop, via  

Serious Cricket. 

Those members that have al-

ready purchased kit have re-

marked that it is extremely good 

kit; very comfortable but also 

Did you know? 
In 1939, the South Africa v England test match played in Durban had to be abandoned as a draw after 14 days, as the England Team had to leave 

the ground to catch their boat home !! 

Hot on the heels of the German 

visit; we have been approached 

by the Gibraltan Cricket Associa-

tion (also playing in the ICC Eu-

ropean Division 2 championship) 

to provide some outfield training 

facilities for their preperations.  

The Team will be using the out-

field at Laindon Hills Rec on 

Saturday 21st June in the morn-

ing before our 4th XI play  Ep-

ping 3’s. 

The Gibraltans are ranked a cou-

ple of places higher than Germa-

ny in both the full ICC rankings, 

but also the non-test Team rank-

ings, so again this is a good op-

portunity to view international 

cricketers and their training pre-

prations for a game !! 

More International Visitors !! 

er scores a direct hit on the 

stumps, which stay in the 

ground.  What do you give? 

 



Selection and Availability 

Youth Update 

We are a quarter of the way 

through the season, and so far 

we have been able to field our 

four teams on a Saturday, with 

not too much stress being placed 

on the selection committee to 

ensure we have some balanced 

teams in all games. 

However, as the season pro-

gresses, we are aware there are a 

number of events coming up 

where people will not be availa-

ble to play; if you know you are 

going to be unable to play 

please update the club website 

with your availability, or notify 

one of the selection committee 

(either in person, Luke Daw, Chris 

Debond, Dave Ayres or Paul 

Singleton) or via email 

(bpccselection@outlook.com) so 

that we can forward plan for your 

absence. 

There is nothing worse than 

having to scramble around late 

on a Friday , or early Saturday 

morning because someone has 

dropped out who knew they 

couldn’t play earlier in the 

week, so please if possible let 

us know before the selection 

takes place (Tuesday nights). 

We appreciate there are times 

when you will not know until 

later in the week that you have 

to drop out; fortunately we 

have had reserves this year 

that can step in. 

We thankyou all for your help 

so far in ensuring we have 

played all our games. 

Wickford on the 22nd June. 

The U13 team have won 1, lost 2 

so far, but the team is confident 

that form will return in there 

remaining games. Wickford at 

Mopsies is next up on the 15th 

June. 

The U15 team have played 1 

fixture so far; a win against Stan-

ford Le Hope.  Next up is a game 

against Wickford, at Mopsies, on 

June 23rd. 

Finally, the U16 team have lost all 

their games so far, in what has 

proved to be a tough U16 

Matchplay group.  However 

there have been individual and 

team performances that they can 

be proud of.  Their last group 

game is on June 15th at Mopsies 

The Youth teams are now into 

their seasons, so with a quick 

round up of all the games thus 

far….. 

The Under 11 team have won 2 

out of 2 so far, a comfortable win 

over Belhus followed by a nail-

biter against Stanford Le Hope.  

The Team now have 3 home 

games in a row, starting with 
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on the far edge of the square 

away from the clubhouse. 

The net will be with us on Tues-

day 17th June, and will require 

some help to erect; if you are 

available please come down on 

Wednesday night when we plan 

to build the net. 

Also, the club is able to an-

nounce that on a trial basis, we 

are going to make the nets avail-

able to members outside of nor-

The club is delighted to an-

nounce that we have been able 

to purchase a mobile cricket 

cage,  for use in our coaching 

sessions. 

The net, which moves around on 

2 wheels located at the back of 

the net, gives us the ability to 

easily set up for net sessions on 

the astro strip, or indeed the 

grass strip that Nigel, our 

Groundsman will maintain for us 

Coaching update 

mal coaching times.  The nets will 

be fitted with a combination lock 

in the next week, and members 

will be able to ask for the code 

after signing a small waiver form. 

The club sees both these addi-

tions as a good step forward in 

encouraging people to come 

down to the club and use the 

training facilities going forward. 

against Goresbrook. 

the table will be used to keep it 

maintained, but to also improve 

the clubhouse with the addition 

of other items when we can. 

Also, on various nights through-

out the season the club are now 

selling hot food from the kitchen. 

Anyone who has been into the 

clubhouse recently might have 

noticed a new addition. 

Thanks to a donation, the club 

now has its own pool table; 

which will be up and running in 

the next week.  Proceeds from 

Bar update 

Food ranges from chips and chip 

rolls, stuff from the bar-be-que 

and also on selected nights items 

such as spaghetti bolognaise, 

chilli con carne and curry. 

If you have any suggestions then 

let us know ! 
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Upcoming Events !! 


